


Step 1: Prepare for Your VisaAppointment 

• Keep important documents. Create a folder to keep all your immigration documents together and safe.

• Verify the information on the Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status. (Either the 1-20 form for
F-1 visa applicants and their dependents applying for the F-2 visa, or the DS-2019 form for J-1 visa applicants and their 
dependents applying for the J-2 visa.) It is important that all personal information listed on the 1-20 or DS-2019 matches 
the information on the passports. If any information on your 1-20 or DS-2019 is incorrect, email an Admission Officer for 
a corrected 1-20 or DS-2019 form. Take note of your Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) ID 
number (which begins with the letter N) located at the top-right side of your 1-20 or DS-2019. If you lose your 1-20 or 
DS-2019 before your visa appointment, contact an Admission Officer to arrange for a replacement.

• Pay the SEVIS 1-901 fee. Students must submit the required SEVIS fee at least three days prior to a visa interview. Visit 
www.fmjfee.com to submit the 1-901 form electronically and pay using a debit or credit card. Print the payment receipt 
and bring it to your visa appointment. Note: F-2 and J-2 dependents are not required to pay the SEVIS 1-901 fee.

• Refer to travel.state.gov for visa application information and advice. Visit travel.state.gov for visa appointment wait 
times and visa processing information. Please note, these are only estimated times. It is not advisable to make travel 
arrangements until you receive your visa from the consulate.

• Schedule a visa appointment. Schedule an appointment with the embassy or consulate responsible for issuing 
nonimmigrant visas for your area of your home country as soon as you receive your 1-20 or DS-2019 form. Visa 
applications may be accepted by the consulate at any time and may be issued up to 120 days before your program
start date. To learn how to schedule an appointment, pay the application processing fee or review embassy-specific 
instructions, find your embassy or consulate at usembassy.gov.

• Visa application fee. Pay the visa application fee and any applicable reciprocity fee for yourself and dependent(s)
as required by the consulate with jurisdiction for your area. Find your embassy or consulate at usembassy.gov.

• Passport. Ensure your passport is up-to-date and valid for at least six months after your arrival in the U.S.

• Photographs. Get photographs taken for your visa application. For photo requirements, visit this website.

• Additional Resources:

o F-1 Visa Students

o J-1 Visa Exchange Visitors 

http://www.fmjfee.com/
http://travel.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/
http://usembassy.state.gov/
https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/general/photos.html
http://usembassy.state.gov/
http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/
https://j1visa.state.gov/


https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/forms.html


https://apply.stmarytx.edu/apply/form?id=c82a10d8-b9b0-4f96-85fa-73699f5ed41b
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/know-before-you-go/prohibited-and-restricted-items
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/us-citizens/know-before-you-go/prohibited-and-restricted-items


https://www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors
https://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/usvisit/usvisit_edu_10-fingerprint_consumer_friendly_content_1400_words.pdf


https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94
https://www.stmarytx.edu/campuslife/student-services/health-center/
https://www.stmarytx.edu/campuslife/student-services/business-office/



